Road Traffic Accidents

Road accidents are often caused by carelessness.
There are over 200,000 road traffic accidents every year in this country, resulting in a huge variety of injuries. Ten
percent of all accidents cause serious injuries or death.
While the majority of injuries are only short term, the effects of some can last for months or even for life.
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vary enormously. Thankfully, most whiplash injuries do heal permanently with time.

The cost of road traffic accidents can be a severe drain on an individual’s finances and can affect not only the victims,
but family members as well.
Emotionally, the effects of a road traffic accident can be exhausting for family members who may be called on to
provide care and support for the injured person.

It helps to know that Lamb Legal have the experience that matters
when settling a compensation claim for a road traffic accident.
Lamb Legal draws on that experience in order to achieve an excellent success rate with compensation claims for
personal injuries. We work hard on the behalf of our clients to ensure that they get the maximum amount of
compensation for their injuries.
Our legal services are offered on a “no win no fee” basis. If you are in doubt about your entitlement to a claim for
compensation for a road traffic accident, talk to us at Lamb Legal for a free consultation.

Call us on

0151 541 0213

Website

www.lamblegal.co.uk
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Compensation for road traffic accident injuries requires expert legal
advice and assistance.
It is always best to look for a personal injury solicitor who has a good knowledge of road traffic accident cases to help
with your compensation claim as there are a variety of ways in which you might be involved.
The most vulnerable groups of road users are those who are not enclosed by a vehicle. This includes pedestrians,
cyclists and motor cyclists. It is far more likely that you will receive serious injuries from a road accident when you are
in one of these three categories.
Motorists are obliged to give pedestrians the right of way and you may be able to make a claim against a car that has
hit you even if it did not stop after the accident.
If you are involved in an accident as a pedestrian, the key things to remember are to report the accident as soon as is
practicable to the police and get medical attention. Note that shock and trauma can often delay the onset of
symptoms so it is important to see a doctor or go to a hospital as soon as possible regardless of what you are feeling.
The extent of your injuries will determine what else you can do at the time of the accident, but if at all possible get the
names and contact details of any witnesses.
When you make a claim with a solicitor, they will contact both the police and anybody who was a witness to the
accident.
Cycling is healthy and enjoyable most of the time, but it does make you particularly vulnerable in a road traffic
accident.
All of the previous advice for pedestrians applies to cyclists as well and, if you were not wearing a helmet when the
accident took place, then it is advisable to get your head examined as soon as possible if it sustained any sort of
injury.
Motorcyclists tend to have far more serious injuries in road accidents that they are involved in than any other type of
road user as the combination of exposure and speed can be lethal.
You may be able to make a claim for compensation from the insurance company of the driver of another vehicle if it
caused your accident, or the local authority or landowner if it was due to poor road maintenance.
You may have been the vehicle driver or a passenger involved in a road accident and if the fault can be shown to be
due to somebody else’s negligence and poor driving, then there will be a strong case for making a compensation
claim.

There are certain key things which any injured person should consider
when it comes to road traffic accidents.
For a claim for compensation to be successful, evidence which demonstrates that somebody else was responsible
must be made available. In the case of road traffic accidents, it will be another vehicle driver or a bystander near or at
the site of the accident.
One way to make sure evidence is documented is to put in an accurate report to the police when they arrive on the
scene of the accident. It is very rare for any road accidents not to have police on the scene reasonably quickly after
the event.
If there were any witnesses to your accident, get their names and contact details. If you are able to get some
photographs of the accident scene or arrange for somebody else to take photographs, then this could all help.
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>> You will need to see your doctor or make a visit to a hospital for medical attention. Even if your accident was
fairly minor, it is still a good idea to do this as the onset of some symptoms can be masked by shock.
You may of course need to rely on somebody else at the scene, such as somebody else who was in your vehicle at
the time or a bystander to help with any of the above if you have had a serious injury and have been hospitalised
soon after the accident.
Evidence which has been collected sooner rather than later will always be the most valuable.

The sooner legal proceedings are initiated the better.
Although your medical condition will be the first priority when it comes to the aftermath of a road traffic accident, it is
important to consider contacting a personal injury solicitor as soon as possible after the accident whenever this is
physically possible.
The faster legal proceedings are begun, the more likely a successful claim will result. In any case, most claims for
compensation are not normally possible after three years from the date of the accident.

What sort of payment is possible for a road traffic accident compensation
claim?
While it is impossible to generalise about claim payments as the situation surrounding an accident can differ widely
from one accident to another, it is useful to know what is considered when calculating the final compensation amount
which is due to an accident victim.
The amount is worked out based on the amount of pain and suffering which results from injuries received together
with an amount paid to compensate for all those things which have been lost due to the accident.
These things include all those activities which are no longer possible, such as being able to drive, work, play sport or,
in more serious circumstances, such things as being able to see, hear or walk.
The loss of normal activities and abilities may be only short lived or may last for a long time, even a life time, so the
compensation payment must take into consideration this potential time factor.
Compensation amounts also take into account the loss of earnings because of time off work as well as any additional
expenses which are necessary because of the injuries received. While medical care is free with the NHS, there are
such things as costs of getting to and from the doctor or a hospital and prescription costs. Any future or potential
costs of rehabilitation and care will be included in the calculation.

State benefits may be claimed in addition.
The fact that you are likely to make a claim for compensation for a road traffic accident does not mean that you
cannot claim for one or more state benefits, which are rightly yours as a result of your injuries and disabilities.
If you are not sure what you are entitled to, then we can help you with advice when you come for a consultation or
you can contact the local branch of the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) directly.

